
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As you are probably aware the government have announced changes in their Covid 19 mitigation 
strategies in schools which come into effect today. There are two key differences. The first is that 
children who are close contacts of a confirmed case in a school will no longer be required to restrict 
their movements if they do not have symptoms. This does not apply to home-based close contacts 
who will continue to be required to restrict their movements. The second is that the Department of 
Education has said that there is no need for schools to report positive cases of Covid 19 to parents. 
This latter change does not sit well with us. 

The great pride we take in working in Scoil Mhuire is that we have always felt part of a community. 
The staff have always worked hand in hand with parents to ensure that our school is a warm, 
welcoming, safe and happy place for our children. We, as a staff, have never felt separate from 
parents. Many staff, myself included, have watched our own children pass through the school. Scoil 
Mhuire belongs to all of us. Scoil Mhuire is a part of all of us. 

Since the beginning of the Covid 19 pandemic we, in Scoil Mhuire, have always been open and 
honest about any cases in our school. It is because of the excellent partnership we have with parents 
and the safety measures we have in place that we have had very few cases compared to many other 
schools, thank God. Going forward we will seek to maintain this positive relationship of trust 
between home and school that is so important to us. We will continue to tell you when we have 
cases and which classes are affected. In doing this we will not identify any individual and would ask 
that you do the same. We feel it is your right as a parent to know if there is a serious illness in a 
class where your child is learning. You can then use your discretion to make an informed decision 
about whether you feel it is safe to send your child in. We have been so grateful to you for your 
honesty and transparency in letting us know about cases, possible cases, symptoms and when your 
children are getting precautionary tests. We hope that you will continue to keep us informed as this 
bond of trust will be even more crucial over the coming weeks and months. The HSE are also 
asking families to be careful around sleepovers with families or friends as multiple households will 
have to restrict movements if there is an infectious case confirmed that was present at a sleepover. 

We will continue to work with you for the safety of our children and to this end I would like to 
remind you of some of the safety measures we have in place. We have excellent social distancing 
procedures. Our children line up one metre apart, they work one metre apart, they have perspex 
screens on each desk, they work indoors within their own classes and we have limited indoor 
activities to avoid airborne transmission of Covid 19. Children wash and sanitise their hands 
frequently and shared equipment is cleaned between use. We have additional cleaning procedures in 
place to ensure the highest level of hygiene possible. We follow DES guidelines on ventilation by 
keeping windows open to allow fresh air to circulate and we have added a CO2 monitor to each 
mainstream class. The DES provided less than 50% of the CO2 monitors required for our school but 
the Board of Management provided the rest. Furthermore, it is our intention to provide each 
mainstream class with an Air Purifier to further mitigate against the risk of Covid 19 to our children. 
 In this way Scoil Mhuire will be leading the way when it comes to the safety of the children in our 
school in dealing with Covid 19. 

Your children are our children and they matter to us.  Long after your children leave the school we 
will continue to take pride in their achievements. We meet them down the town as teenagers and 
adults and enjoy chatting with them. We cheer them on on pitches all over Kildare. Many is the time 



I have been at a match with one of my own children playing for Sarsfields and I have cheered every 
kick of the ball by the Moorefield opposition when I see Scoil Mhuire children on the team! How 
could I not? 

We know some of you are worrying about your children and we want you to know that we are 
taking every precaution possible to keep them safe. This pandemic will pass. We will get through 
this, but let’s do it the way we have always done things in Scoil Mhuire, together. 

Kind regards, 

Clíona Galvin 
Principal 
  
COVID 19 Reminders 
  
1. Please do not send your children to school if they are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 

and ask your GP should you have them tested as a precaution. 
2. Please do not send pupils to school if they are identified by the HSE as a close contact of a 

confirmed case of COVID-19 outside of school or if they live with someone who has 
symptoms of the virus. 

3. Remember to wear face coverings and to remain 2m socially distanced when dropping off or 
collecting. Remember that parents are not allowed onto the school grounds. 

4. Please remember that if you need to get a message or a forgotten item to a child, ring the 
school secretary and Breda, or Liz, will pop out to meet you to pass on the message or item. 
Please do enter the school building.


